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plays which are extant; Tlie Fatal Contract, pub-
lished in 1653, and The Jews Tragedy, 1662.

From an entry in the Council-books at Whitehall, I
find that John Heininges was one of the principal pro-
prietors of the Globe playhouse, before the death of
Queen Elizabeth. He is joined with Shakspeare,
Burbadge, &c. in the licence granted by King James,
immediately after his accession to the throne in 1603;
and all the payments made by the Treasurer of the
Chamber in 1613, on account of plays performed at
court, are " to John Heniinge and the rest of his fel-
lows." So also in several subsequent years, in that
and the following reign. In 1623, in conjunction
with Condell, he published the first complete edition
of our author's plays: soon after which it has been
supposed that he withdrew8 from the theatre; but
this is a mistake. He certainly then ceased to act7,
but he continued chief director of the king's company
of comedians to the time of his death. He died at
his house in Aldermanbury, where he had long lived,
on the 10th of October, 1630, in, as I conjecture,
the 74th or 75th year of Ms age, and was buried on
the 12th, as appears by the Register, of St. Mary's,
Aldermanbury, in which he is styled " John He-
niinge, player''

I suspect he died of the plague, which had raged
so violently that year, that the playhouses were shut
up in April, and not .permitted to be opened till
the 12th of November, at which time the weekly bill
of those who died in London of that distemper, was

7 That he and Condell had ceased to act in the year 1623, is
ascertained by a passage in their Address " to the great varietie
of readers/' prefixed to our poet's plays. " Read him therefore,
andagaine, andagaine: and if then you do not like him, surely
you are in some manifest danger not to understand him. And so
we leave you to other of Ids friends, whom if you need, can be
your guides." i. e. their fellow-comedians, who still continued on
the stage, and, by representing our author's plays, could elucidate
ihem? and thus serve as guides to the publick.
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